ANCIENT TREE FORUM - RISK ASSESSMENT
ACTIVITY: ATF INSERT NAME OF THE LOCAL GROUP Local Groups – Field Meeting – INSERT NAME OF SITE & DATE
Risk Assessment carried out by: INSERT NAMES
Date assessment was carried out:  INSERT DATE		Risk Assessment Review Date: INSERT DATE OF 12 MONTH REVIEW

	Sites covered by this Risk Assessment
	INSERT NAME AND FULL ADDRESS OF THE SITE

	Field Meeting Organisers
	INSERT CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE ATF LEAD ORGANISER

	INSERT CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE HOST


	Assessment of: (e.g. Activity, Equipment)
	ATF Field meeting guided walk

	Safeguarding
	Contact Details for Local Area Designated Officer (LADO) or Adult Care Team

	INSERT A WEB LINK TO THE Local Area Designated Officer (LADO) FOR THE RELEVANT COUNTY

	ATF Designated Safeguarding Lead
	Daniel Richards - DSL
daniel.richards@ancienttreeforum.org.uk

	Bob Warnock - DDSL
robert.warnock@ancienttreeforum.org.uk


	ATF Safeguarding Trustee
	Luke Barley
luke.barley@ancienttreeforum.org.uk


	First Aider(s)
	INSERT FIRST AIDER CONTACT DETAILS
	


	Hospital
	INSERT LOCAL ACCIENT & EMERGENCY HOSPIITAL CONTACT DETAILS
THIS WEBSITE IS HELPFUL Find your nearest A&E - NHS

	Emergency Contact(s)
	INSERT THE LOCAL GROUP ORGANISERS CONTACT DETAILS

	Bob Warnock
robert.warnock@ancienttreeforum.org.uk
07877 735503

	Training Required
	The ATF Event Coordinator has completed a pre-event site visit – This needs confirming

	Notes: (e.g. safety precautions)
	First aid kit & charged mobile phone should be carried.
Ensure you are prepared for the terrain you are visiting in e.g. adequate clothing and footwear, food and drink.


	Risk Assessment Signed off
ATF Event Coordinator(s)
	INSERT THE LOCAL GROUP ORGANISERS NAME

	Date
	INSERT DATE



	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing to control the risks?
	What further action do you need to take to control the risks?
	Who needs to carry out the action?
	When is the action needed by?
	Risk
Matrix
Score without controls
	Risk
Matrix
Score with controls

	
	
	
	
	
	
	likelihood x severity

	Motorised vehicles
	All. Injury due to collisions between vehicles and pedestrians
	Avoid road crossings where possible.
Use designated crossings where available
	Issue a verbal warning to exercise caution in car parks and roads.
	Organiser and attendee
	Prior to event starting
	8
	5

	Falling branches/trees
	All. Injury due to falling trees or woody debris
	Stay as a group and keep to proposed route. Stay away from crown spreads and fall zone of trees when windy or wet.
	Check weather forecast and use Beaufort Scale to aid assessment of wind intensity.

If high winds (Beaufort Scale above Force 8 and gusts above 38MPH) and / or wet weather are forecast, alter route if necessary or cancel event.
To ensure consistency the Met Office weather station for [INSERT THE Met Office weather for the nearest major town using this website -  Barnstaple (Devon) weather - Met Office will be used for monitoring weather conditions.
	Organiser 
	Day before the event
	8
	4

	Uneven and or wet ground
	All. Injury due to slips, trips and falls
	Advise group of ground conditions and to wear suitable footwear. Plan route to avoid extreme ground conditions.
	Check weather forecast and change route or cancel event if extreme weather.

Undertake a reconnaissance of route on the day if possible.

ATF coordinator / representative to carry First Aid Kit and mobile phone (check signal before event). Qualified First Aiders to identify themselves to ATF coordinator on arrival.
	Organiser
	Prior to the event 
	4
	2

	Water
	Drowning, immersion leading to hypothermia
	Avoid water crossings and close proximity to water
	If the weather forecast suggests high water body levels, change route if necessary.
	Organiser 
	Prior to the event
	6
	1

	Tick bites
	Attendees. Bite infection and/or Lymes disease
	Advise on appropriate clothing in the joining instructions – keeping arms and legs covered.
Advice from the UK Health Security Agency, Enjoy the outdoors but be tick aware, is share with participants.
	Advise attendees to check for ticks after the event if the site is considered a tick risk.
	Organiser
	Prior and at the event
	6
	3

	Animals, wild, semi-wild and domestic 
	People: bites, kicks, etc.
Animals: fear, disturbance, pursuit
	Pre-warn attendees of environment.
Dogs (where permitted) to be kept on leads at all times.
Avoid large animal gatherings e.g., herds of deer, cows etc.
	Undertake a reconnaissance of route on the day and alter route if required.

Awareness of the risks of pregnancy and sheep – Chlacydia psitlaci.
	Organiser 
	Prior to the event and at the event
	4
	2

	This risk needs to be included in the area that are impacted by OPM.

Oak Processionary Moth Monitoring

OPM
	Attendees, other visitors, site workers
	Advise to participants regarding OPM.

OPM caterpillars and nests affect the health of people and animals, as they contain hairs which can cause itchy rashes, eye and throat irritations and occasionally breathing difficulties in both people and animals.

In rare cases the hairs may cause an allergic reaction.
	People or animals can come into contact with OPM hairs if they touch OPM caterpillars and their nests by brushing past an infested oak tree or are near infested trees, as hairs can be blown about in the wind.
The greatest risk is between May to July when the caterpillars are active. Although the risk is possible at any time of year due to residual hairs from old nests.

A public information leaflet covering the key facts, identification and control of OPM is available: Oak Processionary Moth
	Organiser
	Day of the event
	3
	2

	Coronavirus
	Attendees, other visitors, site workers
	Remind group members of their responsibility to protect themselves and others by adhering to current government guidelines.
	Include further information in joining instructions: a weblink to current Government guidelines

Covid-19 Advice for First Aiders
	Organiser 
	Prior to the event 
	3
	3

	Biosecurity
	Attendees
	To prevent the unnecessary spread of Hymenoscyphus (Chalara) fraxinea by delegates there will be a need for strict bio-security.

Please note the biosecurity precaution that we employ relies upon participant’s arriving at the field meeting with clean footwear. Ideally, participants should bring a change of clean footwear to wear on site.
	Advice to participant’s on arrival.
	Organiser
	Day of the event
	3
	1



	Location Map – INSERT SITE NAME

	


We have been using Bing maps and using the snip tool to add a map of the site to the risk assessment. We must to include the Ordnance Survey credit for the map
Bing Maps - Directions, trip planning, traffic cameras & more






More information on managing risk: www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/
Published by the Health and Safety Executive
[image: 1 A standard risk matrix ]
(Image: Gulsum Kubra Kaya, via research Gate, 2021)
	Low risk 1-3 
	Minor harm possible, serious harm unlikely to occur. Implement controls to remove / reduce the identified hazard or risk.

	Moderate risk 4-6
	Minor harm possible, major harm unlikely to occur. Implement and follow all control measures to remove / reduce the identified hazard or risk. Competent individual to ensure ongoing assessment of the identified hazard or risk.

	High risk 8-12
	Moderate degree of harm probable but major harm unlikely. Competent individual to critically assess the risks and control measures. Actively must receive attention and assessment to remove or reduce the hazard or risk. Seek advice from ATF Staff. 

	Extreme risk 15-25 
	Serious or major harm will probably occur. Do not proceed. Assess the risks, review all safety aspects, and implement further appropriate controls. Discuss with ATF Staff. 



image1.png
Consequence

Negligible Minor Moderate Catastrophic
1 2 3 5
M:mst Moderate High
N 5 10
certain
4 Moderate High
Likely 4 8
]
<]
_2 3 Moderate
T | Possible 6
x>
=
2 Moderate | Moderate High High
Unlikely 4 6 8 10
Moderate | Moderate
4 5





